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Chemical Breakdown

CSD 18 fails to deliver on chemicals!

Joseph DiGangi, PhD (International POPs Elimination Network)

The Cuyahoga River in Ohio burns from chemical pollution Photo Credit James Thomas, 1952
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some of the most profound and urgent issues affecting sound chemicals management.
marks CSD 18 as a missed opportunity to review the true state of implementation of W:
goals, despite the rapid growth of chemical production and use and the impact of to;
threats to current and future generations. The following issues were missing from t
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Absent #I Global Inequalities in Chemical yet the Summary completely misses this funda-
Management Capacity & ¢ KS 3 2 0 | rhentalJskit RrdzBemic@lsypfoduction and the
trade and use of chemicals are increasing, witiimplications for chemicals management in de-
growth patterns placing an increasing chemicalseloping and transition countries.

management burden on developing countries
and countries with economies in transition, in
particular the least developed among them and
Small Island Developing States, and presentln%ysi electronics, cosmetics and other prod-

them with special difficulties in meeting this Chal'ucts, but there is no global system for providing

lenge. As a result, fundamental changes are . : ;
: - .Information on chemicals in products to con-
needed in the way that societies manage chemi-
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agreed on this text at ICCM1 in Dubai in 2006, | 2y GAYydzSR 2

Absent #2 Lack of Consumer Information
There is a particular risk from exposure to a
variety of chemical substances contained in



nary and formed the basis for a well
attended side event.

Absent #3 Chemicals in electronic and
electrical products Toxic chemicals and
metals in electronic products cause
harm when 20¢ 50 million tons of
waste and seconttand goods are trans-
ferred each year from developed to de-
veloping countries that cannot handle
them safely. In 2009, ICCM2 decided a
special workshop needed to address the
crisis. More than 160 countries at
SAICM regional meetings agreed the
workshop should address upstream,
midstream and downstream issues re-
lated to chemicals in electronic prod-
ucts. One year later, the workshop is still
waiting for funding. Many delegations
mentioned this issue in the CSD 18 ple-
nary and action is urgently needed.

Absent #4 Pesticides Highly hazard-
ous pesticides continue to cause harm.
In South and Southeast Asia, nearly half
the workforce is involved in agriculture
and in subSaharan Africa, two thirds of
all employed workers engage in agricul-
tural activities. This makes workers vul-
nerable to highly hazardous and obso-
lete pesticides which continue to harm
human, animal and environmental
health. The FAO International Code of
Conduct and the progressive ban of
highly hazardous pesticides have not

been fully implemented. This issue was
mentioned by several delegations in

CSD 18 plenary and represents a mas-

sive exposure in developing countries
but is completely missing in the CSD
report.

Absent #5 Asbestos Asbestos contin-
ues to harm millions of people around
the world. All types of asbestos cause
cancer and there is no safe use of the
material. Developing countries and
countries with economies in transition
are most vulnerable, as many do not
have liability and compensation systems
or the proper environmental and health
legislation that can protect workers and
communities from the harms of asbes-
tos. This issue affects enormous num-
bers of people in developed and devel-
oping countries, was mentioned in ple-
nary, and formed a main topic for a well
-attended side event.

Absent #8 Nanomaterials Nanomate-
rials are on the market in products de-
spite the lack of information. Nanoparti-
cles are already used in a wide range of
domestic, industrial and food products
without adequate information regarding
their safety. No country has yet intro-
duced nanotechnologgpecific regula-
tion that requires mandatory safety as-
sessment tailored to the new risks of
nanoparticles. The overwhelming major-

ity of workers handling nanoparticles are
not informed of the fact. No products

are labeled. Nanotechnology was promi-
nently featured in the CSD 18 plenary
presentations but the report does not

include it as a challenge.

Absent #1 Cost Internalization: Inter-
nalization of costs has not been broadly
implemented. When chemicals are pro-
duced or used in a country, the govern-
ment is obligated to ensure that human
health and the environment are not
harmed as a result of chemical exposure
or chemical accidents. The costs that
governments incur in fulfilling this obli-
gation are economic externalities that
arise as a result of decisions by indus-
tries to manufacture and use chemicals.
Without internalization, these costs
amount to a subsidy of the private sec-
tor which is inconsistent with Rio Princi-
ple 16. This was mentioned in plenary by
delegations in the context of sustainable
financing for chemicals management
and is a truly urgent issue for sound
chemicals management. The global
chemical industry has an annual turn-
over of approximately $3.1 trillion USD
per year. If a global cost recovery
scheme yielded only 0.1% of the indus-
GNBEQa | yydz ¢t
lion USD would be available for sound
chemicals management annually.

If words were actions, we would never worry
Mining laws need to account for indigenous peoples

Lucy Mulenkei, Indigenous Information Network
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selves as so integrated with our territory that our protection is tied to our use and our use is tied to our protec

As | sat listening to different speeches,
inventions and presentations from Pa-
ternalists on the five themes presented

at CSD18, (Chemicals, Waste Manage
ment, Transport, Sustainable Consump-
tion and Productions) | noticed that In-

digenous Peoples were recognized, but
unfortunately their issues are not al-

ways considered.

Mining is still an unsustainable destruc-
tive activity where stronger environ-

mental regulations and social safe-
guards in different areas should be seri-
ously agreed upon and implemented.
- This has long been acknowledged but
there is insufficient action. Likewise,
there is continuing tolerance of the vio-
lation of human rights and earth rights,
which are unacceptable in sustainable
development in this century. The re-
spect for human rights and aspiration
for social justice is an essential pillar of

our shared and striving vision for sus-
tainable development.

Mining is a grave concern to us be-
cause we are disproportionately af-
fected by mining and most subjected
to violations of our rights and the envi-

ronment on which we depend. We call
on governments, mining corporations,
as well as investors to respect basic
existing international standards,
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Indigenous schoolchildren share their message in Africa.

and specifically ask corporations and
investors to endorse the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and
the ILO 169 to work with indigenous

peoples to elaborate operational guide-

lines on how to apply these agreed in-

struments in their operations.

Indigenous peoples and others deeply
affected by mining have raised their

complaints in many arenas but there is
still a limited capacity to respond to

such complaints. It is critical that inter-

national mechanisms are improved so
that Indigenous Peoples and others can
raise their concerns and seek redress for
violations of their rights and damage to

their economies.

Indigenous Communities in Africa do
appreciate, however, the fact that most
African governments have made efforts
to develop new mining and mineral
laws. We regret to say that serious gaps
still exist, as such attempts at legal re-

forms have not been participatory
enough and we are left in most circum-
stances with new laws having largely
colonial footprints. The latest African
Mining Vision, the ECOWAS Mining
Code and others have followed the
same path of not including Indigenous
communities. To make mining activities
sustainable on the continent of Africa,
African states need to recognize and
apply the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous peoples as the
normative basis for all legal and policy
frameworks on mining. It affects Indige-
nous peoples on the continent particu-
larly on the issue of free, prior and in-
formed consent. African governments
involved in extractive sector activities
should, as a matter of priority, design
mechanisms for the intensive education
and enlightenment of its citizens, espe-
cially mineral bearing communities on
the intended mining programme. This is
needed to build an educated base and

expand the capacities of communities
and its members. This is also seriously
needed for conflict prevention.

The African Governments should es-
tablish robust mechanisms for trans-
parency in extractive industries opera-
tions and make open all the informa-
tion relating to the extractive sector to
its citizens. Realizing that most extrac-
tive resources are finite, we call for the
establishment of an Indigenous Com-
munity Fund for the continued devel-
opment of minerals bearing Indigenous
communities once the resource extrac-
tion has ended.

Policies should be harmonized in rela-
tion to all sectors of the extractive in-
RdZZUGNE® !'a& w20 SN
people are helping to make the world a
better place, but humanity as a whole
is making it difficult for other living
creatures that share our planet
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who will inherit its conseguences

Benjamin Lim, Zhe Yu Lee, Jia Wen Hoe, and Jamie Neo

One perennial problem that the CSD process constantly highlights is the lack of collaboration between all major grou
of society. Youth and children make up a major group of the Earth that we all share and inhabit. We have to start pu

ting our money where our mouth is.
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months of work, intense collaboration

and harmonised cooperation between
many different stakeholders. It is a colla-
tion of all the solutions that govern-

ments, academia and civil society have
come up with. It is the product of all our
efforts.

If this is so, then perhaps we should be
disappointed with ourselves.

Of course, the youth are not merely a
ONRGAOFE t20d ¢KS
tains plenty of excellent ideas that de-
serve acclaim. Extensive attention was
given to a multitude of important issues,
such as the recognition of the local com-
munities and indigenous people within
each thematic issue. Critically, it ac-
1y26f SRISE GKFG |
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our move towards sustainable develop-
ment.

However, significant gaps exist within
the summary document. Even though
the document is not final, it will still
form the basis of future policy directions
across all thematic issues. As such, the
summary document has to encompass
the voice of all stakeholders in sustain-
able development, and has to articulate
a bold and visionary future for the
world.

This it does not do.

The guidelines outlined in the summary
fall short of achieving a systemic
change. While small steps are necessary
to realistically achieve change, we can-
not be afraid of aiming higher. Many
proponents, such as Dr Jane Goodall
and Dr Jeffrey Sachs, have reiterated
that it is high time we change our cur-
rent paradigms. We must think of new
solutions and redesign the status quo. A
quick example is to reform the basic
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responsibility).
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The summary says a lot, but not enough.
Small, yet critical points from various
statements made during the multiple

plenary sessions could have added
much value to the overall quality of the s
text, but were unfortunately not in-

cluded. One example is technology
transfer under the Chemicals section.
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Source http://www.pembinatrails.ca/bairdmore
images/MPj04306420000[1].jpg
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summary. Under waste, for example, youth and children within each the-
there was no mention of introducing | atic issue, such as waste manage-
simple compost technology. Assuring ment, can be highlighted and recog-
finances for proper mine closure in case jzeq. Opportunities that exist in forg-

fg"ﬂ{}@ $°lﬁnpafz¥ ?Desgfgi% IS BRWYEN sing effective partnership for the future
JhRtvgs skipped O¥&l 15 that fnclugleyyouth and children, such
as formal and informal education, is
another area that is worth pursuing,
and warrants inclusion within the text.
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process constantly highlights is the lack
of collaboration between all major
R |- 9fpulsgefesociety. Youth and children
make up a major group of this very
Earth that we all share and inhabit. We

) have to start putting our money where
Furthermore, youth and children are the ;v mouth is. Give all youth and chil-

ones who will be affected the most by e the recognition they deserve.
policy decision adopted at CSD but the g5t involving them in decisien

text gives scant mention of the greatest making processes. Empower them to
stakeholders of the future. A simple 44 forth in their own societies and ef-

search of the whole document for  fectyate changes that would give this
wezdziK FyR OKAfRNB yanet%h@M@alv&%i(ﬂWhat finedgd, t UT

four hits. Far too little attention, for
example, is paid to the child miners who Just as George Bernard Shaw once fa-

Just as George Bernard Shaw
2y 0S Tl Y2dzaf e
that the young can do for the
old, to shock them and keep
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work in artisanal and smadicale mining, Y2dzate &FARZ aLli A&
and diversifying local economies to re- can do for the old, to shock them and
duce dependence on child labour. 1SSL) UKSY dzlJ uz2 RIU

possess all the technical know how,
but inspiration, spirit and idealism al-
low us to endeavor toward aspirations
of the highest order.

This lack of recognition by the Chair in
the text may be a function of the techni-
cality of the thematic issues that sur-




Beyond SCP

Leida Rijnhout, Executive Director, ANPED

We need to do more than create green markets. We have to change the whole econorr

Words, words, words What is the difference? tion patterns that pollute, that are not

A huge part of the UN negotiations is By primarily promoting SCP we do not respecting human rights or that are not
about using the right words. Long dis- really question the actual economic sys- energy and resource efficient. There are
cussions are required if we want to sup- tem. More than that, we only create a a lot of policy tools that can help to

port, promote or emphasise something. green market in a business as usual con- quickly phase out the s® f £t SR &0 |
For outsiders, maybe these are useless text, exactly the context that has unti $O02y2Y&é ® D2@BSNYYSyl
discussions that give the UN the nick- now been promoting environmental role to play here, too. Choice editing is
yrys aulbtl aK2LE ® degradation and social conflicts. one of the goals that has to be strongly

But often not always, words integrated in the SCP policies.

really mater. 61 ANBSY SO2yayp 6Af( y2i
![E the neg?tiat(ijonts at Jobhe:nnesburg on its own solve problems s it recognised everywhere, that we are
ere was already tension between us- ; B ) By _ _ dealing on one hand with a huge over
Ay3d UuKS LKNFas alLJ of inequity in incomes, ac- ¢ consumption of natural resources for
O2yadzYLIiA2yé 2NJ aOK Cess toresources and qual-y maintaining the wealthy lifestyle of
%béegétt)e\rrzls;f' cgnsu;:n;?(ti%n ar;dlprvo—'{ ity of life, nor tackle p0||u-‘ I ){r}cany people, and on the other hand a
z0 U 3 -ada . " . I YwBrrying underconsumption that does
guage of the Agenda2l. In the JPOI, tion from eZ(IS'[Irlg and ENVI- ot even reach the basic needs of many
both are used as a result of hard nego- N2 YV YSY ul t RS3INELE RFUAZY e

tiations. . .
That leaves us with the difficult chal-

Ly GKS [/ KIANRE & dz2¥9¥d shibe préblém will &gbid to thelp-Z lenge of going for a contraction of the
again there seems to be a kind of bal- qtion of a green economy. Of course, €conomies in richer nations to ensure
ance attempted by using both phrases. 5 green economy would be a big step SY 2 dzZ3K 4 SYGANBY YSy (i}
But it is not a coincidence that in text ¢yvard but there are many problems necessary economic growth in the devel-
there is acknowledgement of the fact heyong its reach. A green economy will Oping countries. A model of contraction
that the unsustainable patterns of pro- ot on jts own solve problems of ineq- and convergence is needed to respect
duction and consumption are severely yiwy in incomes, access to resources and environmental and social justice.
ESreT(‘)]rSeawae 7r\1a)\[/e3t o :r ofnit e t?] el S’:ij quef'ﬁty e '%‘?P%Mé&%“o'l‘ fy‘?'l% KSK\}VOLIJfgang Sachs also stressed in his
existing and environmental degradation.

tainable ones. But how we achieve the FereAs?n'Eation during 'the interliljkagesA . oA
change and stop the unsustainable pat- It is also necessary to stop, as soon as@d SdaA2yy a¢2 | OKASES

terns has not yet been worked out. possible, the production and consump- We have to focus on (extreme) wealth
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Overcoming obstacles, feet first!

Youth Caucus involves underprivileged children with online tools

Mikala Forster, Emilie Gincig, Alicia Cundall, Natalie TainKrissy Mooregnd Serena Sanders
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The interview took place here at the UN
CSD on Monday May 10th, when a
group of youth caucus members de-
cided to engage with twelvgear olds
from an innercity neighbourhood in
Toronto, usingSkype (a program for
video-calling and chat).

hyS @&2dziK OF dzOdza
was exciting and inspiring to have a con-
versation with kids that were hundreds
of miles away, who were deeply con-
OSNYySR Fo2dzi GKSa&as$s
Kids like those on ouskypecall are so
often excluded from international fo-
rums. This is an obstacle the Youth Cau-
cus faces how can we include every-
one, especially those who are consis-
tently excluded in society today? And,
how can we, a small group, represent so
many diverse young people?

Underprivileged youth are amongst
those who will be most affected by the
issues; and more importanthythey are
the agents of change who can translate
policies into action. Because they are
key protoganists in implementation, the
Youth Caucus feels they have thight

to be part of policy development.

As representatives of both youth and

children, many at the CSD felt strongly
about the need to gather inputs from

younger constituents. Three calls have
taken place thus far, putting 7 youth in

direct contact with around 15 young,

intelligent teens. Two more calls are
scheduled for later this week, which are
estimated to connect the Youth Caucus
with a total of 25 young people. Another

possibility is skyping with an entire

classroom of kids at Orcas Island Middle
School.

Specifically, one challenge has been the
lack of regional diversity within the
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ing hard to address the serious issue of (i A 2 y & =
underrepresentation from Latin Ameri-
can and African countries. Their valu-

. 2dzi K

able experiences and perspectives on
the thematic clusters need to be
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Other ways that children and youth
can participate include Ning, Skype, e
mail, Facebook, and meetings in our
itself.
ese med outlets%gp%ugi\ﬁng%io)—\ R¢
ple together from around the world, to
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amongst those who will be

most affected by the issues;
and more importantly, they are
the agents of change who can
0N yaft

Indeed, the Youth Caucus recognizes
that youth participation from these re-

gions is critical, and so it has been their
priority to actively engage delegates
from these regions to include youth in
GKSANI 2FFAOALI €
lobbying for more youth representation
from the South for a long time. And
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a great way to reduce air travel and
OFNb2y SYyrAaarzyao {:;

put this into action, get more children
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Now, you can connect with the youth
caucus omNing

https://csdyouthcaucus.ning.com/

Special thanks to Sana Zareey, as well

RSt S3thdiybudg/pecple and thei ilied S S

in Toronto for making this possible.
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World Cup meets development

Goldman Sachs publish&se World Cup and Economics 2010
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ers and their economic prospects. Published here are the graphs released prior to the 2010 World Ct
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Protecting Animal Welfare

Reuvisiting its undeniable link to sustainable development

World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA)

Given the importance of animals and the strong links between animals and a wide range of other sustainable develo
YSyida FalLlsSotar FyAYFf gStEFENB A& y23 NBOSAQGAYy3 GKS |
0KS @g2NR aGlFyAYlIté gra y2id YSYyGAz2ySR 2y0So

Animals play many vital roles inthe lives T OG> Ay GKS TANRBRG Neasing répor (2009), KeBogriz&d tie NI 5

of people all over the world. Nearly half Y I NB X GKS 62 NR 4l y Ainvporfagce of anitnal weffalie: Y Sy 1
2F GKS $2NI RQA LI Llddbriediohdy A& Ay@2f SR Ay

agriculture, and livestock are important Galye 3J22R FyAYLE 4
to many people for food, labor and in- Recognizing the importance of animal have multiple benefits for people, as
come. Furthermore, millions of people Welfare well as animals. By improving animal

keep animals as companions and enjoy Clearly, animals matter to people. There health and productivity, they help
the existence of wildlife. Throughout Iis scientific evidence that vertebrates maintain the food supply for people
our history and throughout the world, (mammals, birds and reptiles) have the who produce and use animal products.
humans have had a close relationship capacity to suffer. If we use animals, we They sustain the livelihood of small
with the living world and many feel a have a responsibility to ensure their scaIeA ani[nal prgducer§ and thgs help
natural affinity to other animals. Ani- Welfare. Good animal welfare promotes LINBa SNWS aul 6t S NHzNI
mals are an important part of the world ~ Productivity and animal health, and . _ _
CSD seeks to protect. But does CSD paytherefore contributes to ensuring liveli-  During the CSD8 review year the link
enough attention? hoods and food security. between animals and the _dlfferent
themes was repeatedly highlighted by
¢t KS /| KI ANR3& { dzy Y| Nany cauiiries; ®@udingiiUgandgg, Nor- national and Major Group delegations.
gadzaidl AylrofS RS@St 2wawEgezi Srilapka Agshalia gngzAim- , _
manity to protect and improve life in all babwe, have adopted national legisla- Sustainable Consumption and
its forms and expressions. Nevertheless, tion to protect animals from harm and ~Production (SCP) -
given the importance of animals and the to promote their welfare. Some coun- The Report for the Asia and the Pacific
strong links between animals and a wide tries, like Serbia, foster animal welfare Regional ~ Implementation ~ Meeting
range of other sustainable develop- through their national sustainability ~(RIM)recognized the role that livestock
ments aspects, animal welfare is not development strategies. plays in SCP, namely in poverty reduc-

receiving the attention it deserves. In v R oA tion, vaOd secu[ity andvsustainable o
' RRAUGAZ2Y I e U0KS | deeidpmen? aril acknowledfed Mt O dz

tural Organization (FAO), in its Expert I N2 dzy R 2y S o0Aft A2y 2
est people depend on animals for food

and livelihoods. This point was raised

08 [F2& FyR &dzLJL32 NI S
Major Group in Bangkok. Last week,
during the thematic session on SCP,
0KS CIFNYSNARQ al 22NJ
that one of the biggest challenges for
sustainable agriculture is the adoption

of a farming approach that encom-
passes environmental sustainability,
animal welfare and food security. This

was reinforced by the Indigenous Peo-

LX S&Q al 22NJ DNRdzZLJz
GAG A& AYLRNIFYyQd G2
proach to sustainability by integrating
F£f awsSodasz AyOf dzRA

Source WSPA
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One of the major threats to SCP is the
rise of industrial animal protection. An-
nually, tens of billions of animals are
kept in confined circumstances that fall
dramatically short of their welfare
needs. In addition, livestock production
releases about 18% of humamduced
greenhouse gas emissions. Intensive
animal agriculture depends heavily on
the use of fossil fuels, mainly in the pro-
duction of fertilizer to grow feed crops.
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sector is probably the largest sectoral
source of water pollution, contributing
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coastal areas, degradation of coral reefs,
human health problems, emergence of
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Waste

During the Session on Waste, Chile,
Uganda, and the NGO Major Group
highlighted the adverse effects of poor
waste management on the wellbeing of
marine animals and biodiversity. These
statements supported the Report of the
Europe and North America RIM which
also highlighted the impact that waste

has on animals.

Transport

Millions of people, especially women
and children in developing countries,
rely on animals for transport. Caring for
these animals contributes to the protec-
GA2y 27
states that the efficient integration of all
modes of transport, including nen
motorized transport, is important. This

Source WSPA

productivity, livelihoods, and animal
welfare.

Chemicals

Pesticides are the largest source of
chemical exposure in developing coun-
tries, threatening both people and ani-
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not toxic to animals when used prop-
erly can readily pollute water courses
when used improperly, with toxic ef-

cholistic appigacts which pauges 2 fects on fish, other wildlife, livestock

mals, will contribute to sustainable de- and people.
velopment of the transport sector.
> 2. = - - Conclusion
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poverty reduction, climate change,

Mining

Mines have a direct and significant im-
pact on both the environments in which
they operate and areas beyond. Human
impacts occur through fallout of gasses
and solids as well as through contamina-
tion of drinking water, crops and farm
animals. This is a significant concern for
farming groups due to the impact on

food security, environmental degrada-
tion, health and loss of biodiversity
requires us to take into account the
role of animals and their welfare.
Given its prominence in this review
year, and its global importance, consid-
eration of animal welfare in both na-
tional and international sustainable
development policies is strongly rec-
ommended.
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